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- The Oid Rugged Cross

John 3:16 has been the inspiration for countless songs - including this one. perhaps
the most beloved of all gospet songs. The composer had always associated this verse in his
mind's eve with a primitive. rough-hewn. Roman cross.

A song began to take shape. The melody was written first. and then some imperfect

lyrics, but the song remained incomplete. Rew

But then,

warmed.” The words and music soon fell beautifully into place.
That happened to George Bennard. . an officer in the Salvation Army back in 1913.

Little did he know at that time what a phenomenal ministry his song would have. He had
composed “The Old Rugged Cross.™

riting and polishing didn't seem to help.
while participating in a series of revival meetings. his heart was “strangely

G.B . GEORGE BENNARD
Expressively, not rushed = Arr. by Don Wyrtzen
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