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HYMNS EVERLASTING is a series of timeless anthems for choir and
congregation. The carefully designed seftings are a musical blend of
elements from the traditional hymn with more contemporary har-
monic and rhythmic treatments. The result is a satisfying choral ren-
dition featuring contrasting verse settings. Appropriately selected
keys and ranges make it possible for the congregation to be a part
of the experience while singing from the hymnal or other text source.

REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING
Text by CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788)
Music by JOHN DARWALL (1731-1789)

The text for REJOICE, LORD IS KING dates from 1746 and was
inspired by Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Although imprisoned
when he wrote the letter, Paul’s message was one of joy and encour-
agement, stating, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again | say,
rejoice.”

The hymn was first published with six stanzas in 1744 in John
Wesley’s Moral and Sacred Poems. Two years later it was included
in Hymns for Our Lord’s Resurrection by Charles Wesley. Most pre-
sent day hymnals include four stanzas, omitting the fourth and fifth
stanzas of the original hymn.

CHARLES WESLEY has been described by some as “the first
Methodist.” He wrote hundreds of hymns, many of which continue
to stand the fest of time. Wesley was one of the most prolific poets
in the English language.

JOHN DARWALL was a clergyman, composer, and poet. He was an
accomplished amateur musician. He composed the tune “Darwall’s
148th” in 1770.



Rejoice, the Lord Is King

For SATB and Piano with Optional Instrumental Accompaniment™

Duration: ca. 3:05

Arranged by Words by CHARLES WESLEY
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